
VILLAGE OF CORFU
116 East Main Street

Corfu, NY  14036
585-599-3327

FALL 2012 NEWSLETTER

VILLAGE OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Tuesday, Thursday
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

COURT HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

8:00 am – 3:30 pm
Wednesday

8:00 am – 8:00 pm

MEETINGS
Village Board meetings are held the second Monday

of the month at 7:00 pm.
Committee meetings are held the fourth Monday of the

month at 7:00 pm.
Planning Board meetings are held the fourth

Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.
The public is welcome to attend!!!

Meeting minutes can be found on the website:
corfuny.com

CONTACT INFORMATION

Village Office                 thomas@corfuny.com
Village Board:
Mayor Todd Skeet         skeetta@aol.com
Dep. Mayor Al Graham  pemcoach@rochester.rr.com
Trustee Ralph Peterson ralph1355@rochester.rr.com
Trustee Ken Lauer         ken@kesyoni.com
Trustee Art Ianni           bianni_41@yahoo.com
Code Enforcement Officer:
John Good                     john_good@msn.com
Zoning Officer:
Darrell Ward                  dwhr1971@yahoo.com

New Newsletter Format
We hear you.  Suggestions have been

made regarding the communication in
the newsletter.  The fall newsletter

introduces the “BOARD
CONNECTION”.  Gone is the “Board
News” that focused on each individual
member of the Board updating you on

the happenings around the Village.
The “BOARD CONNECTION” is a
collaboration of the Board to avoid

duplication of news updates.   Let us
know what you think.

WINTERFEST 2013

Winterfest 2013 will be held on Saturday,
January 26, 2013. Planning is under way and

the first meeting was held in September.
The next meeting will be held on Monday,

December 3, 2012. Please join us at the next
meeting. The Committee is looking for new
ideas that will bring the community together

for some fun and entertainment.
More details follow later in the newsletter.

HALLOWEEN  HOURS

The Village Board has set hours for Halloween
Tricks & Treats between

6:00 pm and 8:00 pm on Wednesday,
October 31, 2012



BOARD CONNECTION
.With the upcoming joint sewer project with the Town of Pembroke, the Board is taking this

opportunity to provide the Village residents with some facts on Village Sewer.

The sewer plant has been subsidized by the General Fund to keep the plant running.  From the
beginning, the Village has transferred funds from its General Fund to cover shortages in the
Sewer Fund.   The auditors have recommended increasing sewer rates to cover the deficit.

The following chart is a comparison of sewer revenue vs. expenses over the last 10 years.  As
the chart shows, the sewer expenses have been consistently greater than the revenue brought in
by the quarterly sewer bills.

SEWER REVENUE vs. EXPENSES
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The Board is taking the opportunity with the upcoming sewer project to consider a sewer rate
increase from the current amount of $6.00/1000.

The following data shows the sewer rate that would have been necessary for the past three years
to break even in the Sewer Fund. The information used to determine the break even rate is the
expenditures during a fiscal year divided by the water consumption (total usage billed on sewer
bills) in that same fiscal year.

 2009 - 2010 2010 - 2011 2011 - 2012
Expenses 158,523.98 148,414.00 107,805.09
Usage 15,198,000 15,902.000 15,147,000
Breakeven
Rate/1000 $     10.43  $       9.33  $       7.12



We are continually looking for cost cutting avenues to reduce sewer costs.  On many
projects we have been able to take advantage of shared services with different
municipalities, both in manpower and equipment which leads to reduced costs. In the past
few years, with the help of Camden Group who operates our plant, we have made some
investments that are showing cost savings and will show more dividends in the future, such
as the drying bed renovation.

Because of the upgrades to the drying bed, basically turning it into a greenhouse effect and
installing a dewatering system, as the following chart shows we have been able to reduce
sludge hauling costs from approx. $15,000/year to less than $3,000/year.
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We are constantly looking into alternative energy systems to reduce the cost of electricity,
which is the sewer plant’s largest cost at present. Installing variable speed drives was one
investment made which has already reduced electricity costs, as shown on the chart below.
We have also just recently completed a changeover to a new lighting system with the aid of a
National Grid grant which shows great potential savings.

        

 
NATL GRID SEWER COMPARISON
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Other options for cost cutting are being researched. We are striving to make the Village
Sewer system as cost efficient as possible.



SNOW REMOVAL

     We would like to remind Village residents
that under the law, the removal of snow and ice
from the sidewalks is the responsibility of the
adjacent property owner. The Village will try to
assist in the removal of snow from the
sidewalks, however this does not and cannot
reduce owner’s responsibility. If everyone will
abide by the following rules, it would facilitate
snow removal in the Village.
1) Please do not pile snow from driveways

onto the sidewalks, particularly after the
Village plow has gone through.

2) Please remember there is a parking ban on
Village streets between the hours of 2:00
am and 6:00 am from November 1st to April
30th. Vehicles in violation will be issued
tickets and may be towed away. This is
regardless of whether or not there is snow.

3) Please do not park on sidewalks or block
sidewalks at any time.

There is a leash law in the Village. ALSO,
Section 8,H of Local Law No. 1 of 1992
states it shall be unlawful for any dog
owner to permit or allow a dog to create a
nuisance by defecating, urinating or
digging on public or private property other
than the property of the said owner.  This
includes public sidewalks, the Cemetery
and the Library. It is not a dog park.

PLEASE CLEAN IT UP!

CORFU FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

      The Corfu Fire Department hosted an Open House on Sunday October 14th to celebrate Fire Prevention
Week.  We also sponsored a fire safety contest for grades 3 through 6 at the Pembroke Intermediate school and
the posters were on display and the winners announced. During fire prevention week the fire department was at
the Corfu Free Library during story hour to teach the young children fire safety and stop, drop and roll.  We
also had a drill at the intermediate school on Friday afternoon.
      The fire department just completed fire hose testing on the trucks.  Normally an outside company comes in
to test the hose lines on the trucks at a cost of approximately $3000.00 but the members decided to try and do it
themselves to save the money.  The testing was done over a couple of days and all hose has been tested and
approved for use.
      The NYS EMT class has started and we have 2 members, Carly Shaw and Louie Reeb Jr., going for the first
time for the next 6 months. Karen Lang and Cathy Skeet are also going to class to recertify.
      The New York State Firefighters Convention was held in Mount Morris this year and our fire department
joined with a team from Alden’s fire department for competition.  We brought home a first place trophy in water
ball and second place trophy in efficiency competition.  Congratulations to the teams.
       Don’t forget to check your smoke detectors and know your escape route.
      As always we would like to thank the community for your support to the fire department.

VOLUNTEER TODAY, YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

                      

ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2012

TAKE THE TIME TO
USE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE…

IT COUNTS!!



HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS BY AL

Thank you to all who attended the various Town of Pembroke Bi-Centennial events this
summer.  Hope everyone had a good time.   Town of Pembroke Bi-Centennial History Books
are still available for $10 at the Village and Town offices.  Despite the worst weather in the 27
years of the Brick House Fair, the fair was a success and those who braved the weather had a
good time. Now some historical Corfu tidbits:

• This summer (2012) was the driest and third warmest in WNY history. People called 1816
“The year with no summer”. There was a frost in every month of the year.

• The older Corfu yearbooks were called “Crest Hi”. This title was chosen because “Corfu”
(named after the Greek island of Corfu) was derived from the word “Corya” which means
“the crest”.

• I recently discovered there was another proposed railroad through Corfu.  In August of
1836 (even before the New York Central was built in 1852) land along the “New Buffalo
Road” (now Route 33) was deeded to the Buffalo & Rochester Railroad Company.  The
railroad was never built and the land was transferred to the Buffalo & Batavia Plank Road
Company in 1850. New Buffalo Road became a “planked road” (made of wood) soon
after.  A toll was charged to use it until 1861.

• The 12/16/1870 Progressive Batavian stated that many people were disappointed at a
Corfu Literary Society meeting.  The topic was supposed to be “Women’s Right to Vote”.
The subject was never discussed.

A 2/28/1879 newspaper article complained about village sidewalks. It stated “It is not an
unusual sight to see men trying to walk on their backs with their feet pointed Heavenward”.

PEMBROKE HISTORICAL PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Unless noted all programs are at the Town Hall at 7:00 pm.
All Programs are free and you do not need to be a member to attend!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

      11/07/12    Special “Titanic” program by Greg Kinal
      12/12/12    Christmas Party at Holiday Hollow
      4/03/13     “The Peace Garden in Batavia” –  Presented by Barb Toal
      5/01/13     “Driving Mules on the Erie Canal” –  By Charles Silvernail

DON’T MISS WINTERFEST 2013 – SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2013
                 SPECIAL PRESENTATION:                                    MUSIC ALL DAY INCLUDING:
      TO HONOR OUR AREA FIRE  DEPARTMENTS             CORFU/PEMBROKE COMMUNITY BAND Noon-2 pm
               AND POLICE  OFFICERS                       GLENN COLTON IN CONCERT  3-4 pm
                HISTORICAL PRESENTATION BY                               CRAIG WILKINS COUNTRY MUSIC 5–8 pm
               AL STARKWEATHER –HISTORIAN                            OTHER FUN THINGS INCLUDING:
          OUTSIDE EVENTS INCLUDING:                                       K-9 DEMO- Officer Thompson
   WEATHER PERMITTING – (Bring Skates & Sled)                                        PYA BASKET RAFFLE
                                SLEDDING                                                                    MAGIC BY LARRY KOHORST
             ICE SKATING RINK (Bigger than ever)                                            PAUL SCHULER BALLOONS
                                 BONFIRE                                                         BOPPING HEADS ENTERTAINMENT VIDEOS
                     BOY SCOUT CAMPSITE                                                                VFW 50/50 RAFFLE

JOIN EMCEE JOHN LA MOND OF WYRK FOR A DAY OF FUN, FOOD  AND ENTERTAINMENT!



AROUND THE COMMUNITY

OUR LADY OF
GOOD COUNSEL CHURCH

Route 77, Darien

SUNDAY, NOV. 18

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
COOKIE SALE,
FOOD, SANTA

AND MORE
11:00 am – 2:00 pm

TOWN OF PEMBROKE

              

STILL AVAILABLE!
BICENTENNIAL

HISTORY BOOK $10.00 EA
CALENDARS $5.00 EA
Available at upcoming
Winterfest or contact

Nicole Begin at Town Office
585-599-4892 Ext. 21

AT CORFU PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

               

Hungry Bear Breakfast
Sun, October 28 - 8:30-12:30

Bring your Appetite!
For more info call

Dorothy at 599-4588

CORFU FIRE DEPT

Meet every Monday Night
Stop in for a tour!

Looking for Volunteers

ST.MAXIMILIAN KOLBE

ROAST BEEF DINNER
SUNDAY, OCT. 21ST

12:00 NOON
AT EAST PEMBROKE

SOCIAL HALL

BOY SCOUTS
BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE

Saturday, Nov. 10th

From 9:00 am- 12:00 pm
American Family Market

 Parking Lot
SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SCOUTS!

CORFU LIBRARY NEWS
Mike Randall

presents:

   

Friday Dec. 14th 7 pm
At the Corfu Free Library

CORFU GRANGE

ROAST PORK DINNER

Sunday, November 4th

Beginning at Noon

CORFU LIBRARY NEWS

Preschool Storytime
Wednesdays 10:30 am
* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Support the Library by donating to
their Paper Recycling Bin.
See website for more info.
www.corfufreelibrary.org

           If your group or organization has an event coming up in late January through early April contact
                  the Village Office and we can put it in the next quarterly issue of the Village Newsletter.


