August 26, 2013
Deputy Mayor Bielec opened the Committee meeting at 6:35 pm in the absence of Mayor Peterson. The
meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present: Deputy Mayor Bielec, Trustees Busch, Ianni and Lauer, Attorney Mark Boylan and
Joe Floss from Floss Insurance.
Joe Floss addressed the Board regarding Liability Insurance renewal effective as of August 26, 2013. He
mentioned that Mayor Peterson had filled out the renewal on June 24, 2013 and had removed the 2009
Impala saying it will be replaced with a Crown Victoria. The Board informed Mr. Floss that the Police are
still driving the ’09 Impala and that the Board had not approved it’s replacement, so the Impala should be
added back on. Mr. Floss said he would take care of adding it back on and there would be no lapse in
coverage.
Mr. Floss reviewed some of the coverage items listed in the summary he had put together including
explanation of blanket coverage of tools and equipment not shown on the individual equipment listing. He
gave a brief description of flood, earthquake, pollution coverage, cyber liability etc.
Mr. Floss also mentioned there are currently two open claims; one regarding employee theft and a second
one filed by Mayor Peterson on April 17, 2013 regarding a potential lawsuit by Police officers regarding
Civil service status and back pay. Mr. Floss was informed to include the Village office and Board on any
potential claims or communications regarding any changes in the policy.
Clerk Thomas mentioned that when inquiring into the potential increase during budget time, she was
given a potential increase figure and that the total being presented today is over $1000 higher what had been
budgeted per those figures. Mr. Floss said he will mail enough copies of the summary for all the Board
members and if there are any changes that Board feels should be made to let him know and he will work with
the Village. He did mention that part of the additional increase was due to an increase in management
liability which was increased throughout New York State.
Mr. Floss left the meeting at 6:52 pm.
Communications:
1) Rec’d ck#443996392 in amt of $20.00 from Lexis Nexis for accident report.
2) Rec’d letter from Corfu Concerned Citizens group to be read into public record. (See attached)
3) Rec’d July 2013 monthly Police summary from Officer Simon Biegaszewicz.
4) Rec’d copy of letter to Robert Alexander banning him from Village property from Attorney Boylan.
5) Rec’d ck#8190 in amt of $799.36 from Denise Beal for Health Insurance payment.
6) Rec’d WW treatment plant operation report & DMR for July 2013 from Camden.
7) Rec’d copy of letter to Mayor Peterson regarding Village Board seeking his resignation from
Attorney Boylan.
8) Rec’d ck#611865 in amt of $4.24 from Granite Telecomm. for Utility Tax payment.
9) Rec’d FOIL request for information and letters regarding requests for Mayor Peterson’s resignation
from Luke Moretti of WIVB Channel 4.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Busch to approve minutes of 7/22/13
Committee meeting.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

Mayor Ralph Peterson

NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT
X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL
RESULTS

X
4

1

PASSED

Motion was made by Trustee Lauer and seconded by Trustee Ianni to approve minutes of 8/12/13
Regular meeting.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASSED

Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Lauer to approve minutes of 8/15/13
Emergency meeting
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASSED

The Board mentioned going into executive session to discuss the mayor not responding to the deadline
set by the Board for his resignation and other mayoral issues. It was questioned by Howard Owens regarding
discussion of elected officials not being required to be discussed in executive session. Attorney Boylan
explained because a lot of the issues are so intertwined with other personnel it is almost impossible to
separate the two, so executive session is recommended.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Busch to go into executive session at 7:00
pm to discuss the mayor not responding to the deadline set by the Board for his resignation and other
mayoral issues.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

pm.

ABSENT

1

PASSED

Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Busch to go out of executive session at 7:24
The motion was passed on the following vote:

VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASSED

Deputy Mayor Bielec explained that it was the decision of the Board that no action would be taken
against the Mayor until he is out of the hospital to find out for sure Mayor Peterson’s intentions before filing
with the Supreme Court.
Trustee Ianni addressed the residents mentioning that $10,628 is what the Village has been trying to
recover from the Court since 2011, which is a small percentage of court money. He
made a statement
that two family’s lives were being ruined over this and questioned whether it was worth it.
Trustee Ianni also mentioned that he has been in contact with the CSEA Union rep and they said they
will now get hold of Officer Nati and then they will come and collectively bargain with the officers and the
Board. He said the Union has sent a formal notice to the Batavia Daily News. He said it will probably be in
September that the Union will meet with the officers and then later with the Board. He said it will probably
not happen soon and that they “don’t want much”.
An update was given on the unapproved uniforms. One officer was reported to have paid United
Uniform for his and the other was reported to have returned his. Clerk has not yet received any credits from
the company. It was also mentioned that according to procurement policy it is standard to get Board
approval for any purchases over $100.00. The Board requested the clerk to send a notice to all the officers
stating that fact, along with a reminder that their uniform budget is now $150 per year for the 2013-14 fiscal
year.
Clerk relayed request from Court Clerk Yasses for approval to order envelopes for the Court and the
Prosecutor at a total cost of $1,139.20. She said Judge O’Connor has approved the purchase.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Lauer to approve Court Clerk Yasses to
order envelopes for the Court and the Prosecutor at a total cost of $1,139.20.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASSED

Clerk also mentioned that the office back up system is having problems again and that the backup tape
will not eject. Permission was requested to contact Alternative Information Systems to come out and correct
the problem.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Lauer to approve Clerk to contact
Alternative Information Systems to come out and correct the problem with the back up system.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE
Mayor Ralph Peterson

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT
X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

1

PASSED

Trustee Ianni read the Police report from Officer Biegaszewicz for the month of July.
Trustee Busch said they have gotten the handrail measured for the end of the new sidewalk on the west
side of Allegheny. He said that regarding the rail on Depot Street, he and Trustee Ianni will work with
Maintenance regarding the concrete work. Clerk will check on the possibility of using Chips funds for the
two rail projects.
It was reported there have been problems with the computer at the sewer plant. It was suggested to check
with Valerie at O’Connell’s to see if we might be able to replace it on the grant. If it has crashed, they would
need to see if they can get all the data off the old one.
Brief discussion took place regarding naming Al Graham as the point man with the sewer project. It was
also mentioned that John Good is reviewing the building permit.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Deputy Mayor Bielec to name Al Graham as the
point man for the Sewer Project.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASSED

Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Trustee Lauer to approve remitting $4,000.00 initial
50% payment to J. O’Connell & Associates Grant Consultants for Administration services on the WQIP
Sewer Project Contract number C304413.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

Mayor Ralph Peterson

ABSTAIN

ABSENT
X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

NO

1

PASSED

Request from Norm Waff was presented to the Board for the purchase of 2013 Cost Data Estimating
guides for Heavy Construction and Electrical, which his message explained is a nationally accepted standard
for estimating hours required for specific jobs. In his request he said they will also be of significant value to
the DPW in future budgets and project costs.
Motion was made by Trustee Ianni and seconded by Deputy Mayor Bielec to approve purchase of 2013
Cost Data Estimating guides for Heavy Construction and Electrical for a total cost of $235.13 for the two
books.

The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

1

PASSED

It was mentioned that the Village office had received a call from Dollar General expressing interest in
locating in Corfu. Trustee Lauer said he would take care of a follow up call to them.
Trustee Ianni mentioned that the Go-Art Intent to Apply is due August 25th and that he still wants to
include the ice rink.
Resident Pam Ware said the Corfu Concerned Citizens group (CCC) will be involved in the Winterfest
and the upcoming milestones of the Presbyterian Church in 2017 and the 2018 Sesquicentennial of the
Village. She said their next meeting would be Tuesday September 3rd at 7:00 in the Community Center.
Resident Doris Matteson questioned the Police lawsuit. She was given a brief update that there is nothing
further to report at this time.
Resident Linda Tucker stated that she disagrees with Trustee Ianni regarding the $10,000 missing funds
affecting only two families. She reminded the Board that they okayed the attorney to pursue a civil suit for
the money.
Local business owner Jim Rupracht said he wants the Village Board to think about the existing
businesses in the Village before considering bringing in Dollar General.
Resident Al Graham said he would like to mention and commend Officer Mike Petritz for apprehending
a driver that had his license suspended 21 times and was also in possession of a gun and drugs. Mr. Graham
also mentioned Officer Delacy stopped a woman who had gotten plates switched and was cited for DWI at
1:00 in the afternoon.
Resident Nick Skeet said he hopes the Board follows through and has Attorney Boylan contact the Mayor
and discuss his options as soon as he is out of the hospital.
Motion was made by Trustee Busch and seconded by Trustee Lauer to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was passed on the following vote:
VOTE

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

Mayor Ralph Peterson

X

Trustee Keith Busch

X

Trustee Dave Bielec

X

Trustee Art Ianni

X

Trustee Ken Lauer
VOTE TOTAL

X
4

RESULTS

ABSENT

1

PASS

Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Sandra Thomas

Clerk Treasurer
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RETIRED

August 16, 2013
Hon. Robert E. Alexander
1660 Indian Falls Road
Corfu, NY 14036
Re: Access to Village Buildings/Offices
Dear Judge Alexander:
At the direction of the Village Board of the Village of Corfu I am writing to you to inform you
that the Village Board adopted a resolution at its emergency meeting last night banning you from
all Village Buildings and Offices including the court facility until further notice.
This action is in direct response to the threats made by you to Town Councilman Peter Sformo at
the Corfu Village Board meeting on Monday August 12, 2013.
Should you violate this prohibition you will be arrested for trespass.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Very truly yours,

Mark S. Boylan
MSB:ds

