VILLAGE OF CORFU

SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER

116 East Main Street
Corfu, NY 14036
Office: 585-599-3327
Court: 585-599-3380

VILLAGE OFFICE HOURS
Appointment only
5 8 5-59-33 27
A locked black drop box has been installed at the
village office to the left of the door and will be
checked daily (weekdays)
This can be used when the sewer bill payments and for
any other correspondence that would normally be
brought into the village office that is currently closed to
the public. Reminder we now can take credit cards for
sewer payments.
COURT OFFICE - Closed until further notice

The Corfu Food Pantry has seen an increased
need of supplies and is seeking donations.
Dry goods, canned vegetables, canned fruits,
food items from a box or can, paper supplies,
puzzles, puzzle books, other food or activity
item are welcomed!
If you would like the Police Dept to pick up
donated items for the pantry — please call the
Village office for pickup arrangements if you
are able to help at (585) 599-3327
We thank you in advance for making our
community so special!
Corfu United Presbyterian Church
The Community Food Pantry is available to our
neighbors in need on the Third Saturday of the
month from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. or the last
Wednesday of the month from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. at the Corfu Presbyterian Church.
If you know of someone or you are someone with a
need please call the church at 585-599-6414.
St Maximilian Kolbe Roman Catholic Church
During this time of social distancing the church is
requesting you check out their website
www.stmax.net for updates on parish matters.
They would like the community to know they are
praying that everyone in our community stays
healthy and strong and urge you to contact the
parish office at 585-599-4833 if you need
assistance during this time.

Mayor's Message:
As the Mayor of Corfu, I would like to take this
opportunity to talk briefly about the Pandemic that
we are currently going through. I want to let
everyone know that if you or anyone you know need
assistance, please don't hesitate to reach out to the
Village Office so we can help get you the assistance
you need.
It is my belief that if we all do our part and look out
for our friends and neighbors we will come through
as a stronger more united community.
Every week we get updates from Genesee County as
to the current numbers of both positive and negative
cases, what new executive orders have been signed,
what the county and state are doing and what we the
residents can be doing to help slow the spread of
COVID 19. As we get that information, we are
uploading it to the Village of Corfu website, so you
have the most accurate information. So, check out
the website at www.corfuny.com . I would like to
thank Dillon and Shane Hale for all their hard work
bringing the site up to date and continuing to update
it as the information comes in.
On a positive note I want to thank all the residents
for their continued support of the Village and its
residents. Since this pandemic started the Corfu
Presbyterian Church Food Bank has been able to
meet the needs of the growing number of families
that are needing those services. The call has gone
out and you have answered it and for that I am
grateful.
I have also observed residents having daily dance
parties, while maintaining proper social distancing of
course. I have walked through the Village and seen
chalk drawings on the sidewalk full of positive
uplifting messages. We also had a coloring contest
and had some pretty amazing entries There are
some talented artists among our youth. Seeing
residents out walking their pets and children on
bikes, more than ever before. We are truly blessed to
live in this Community.
In closing, I just want to say that with everything
going on you may feel isolated or scared, but you are
not alone. We are all feeling that and if you need
anything, all you need to do is reach out to us, a
neighbor or a friend and we will get through this
together, because that's what we do.
Thank you,
Thomas Sargent

BOARD CONNECTION
COMMUNICATIONS:
The Village office will have disposable, surgical masks available for residents. We will be selling the

masks in 10 packs. Check out our website for this information, contact the Office or email clerk at
clerk@corfuny.com for more information. For up to date information please visit our website at
www.corfuny.com or Village of Corfu, New York on Facebook.
A special thank you to Dillion & Shane Hale on updating our website for Corfu residents!!!!!
They have been instrumental in helping us communicate better with all of you!

MAINTENANCE:
Maintenance pick up is generally scheduled for Mondays and Fridays. If you have large amounts of

brush or debris, please contact the Village office for the Village trailer. You will be required to load
the trailer, but there will be no charge for hauling the branches.

SPRING ROLLOFF is Friday May 15th, lam-2nm and Saturday May 16th, 8am-llam.
For our protection and yours, our employees will not be able to remove items from your
vehicles. Residents will be asked to place items in the loader bucket for disposal.
Thank you in advance!
We cannot accept the following items: tires, oil, garbage, toxic materials, refrigerators, freezers or
air conditioners, unless freon has been removed and tagged. Paint cans will only be accepted if
empty and lid removed. We will accept car batteries, couches, stoves, dishwashers and mattresses.
We CANNOT pick any items up at resident homes.
The Village reserves the right to reject large amounts of trash and to stop receiving once the
container is full. We suggest that residents who are doing major remodeling work to please
contract for their own dumpster for trash removal. This service is intended for residential use.

GRANTS:
Our Village Clerk, Jennifer Eck, has been working diligently on numerous grants for the Village.
She is currently working on a UV Lighting System for the Sewer Plant that the DEC is requiring of
all wastewater treatment plants. We have also received grant awards for the Bullet Proof Vests
and the DCJS Anti-Crime Initiative!

SEWER:
The impact of sump pump flows on a wastewater treatment plant can be significant, please
disconnect sump pumps from the sanitary sewer. Town of Pembroke has started development on
their new sewer plant located on Fieldcrest Drive. Reminder we now can take credit cards for sewer
payments, please call the office to set up payment arrangements.

COMMITTEE NEWS:
Trustee Doktor and Trustee Reisdorf have been working with residents and have created a "Cultural
and Beautification Committee" for our Village.
Chairman - Mikel Doktor
Secretary - Mark Zimmerman

Co-Chair - Larry Reisdorf
Committee Organizer - Jessica Doktor

Adopt a Pot will kick off in May. Details and pricing will be posted in the Better Corfu Facebook
page on May 1st.
Village Flags will go out on May 1st and remain through the Season; we are encouraging resident to
put a Flag up at home as well as showing our unity.
If anyone is interested in joining any of these committees, please contact Trustee Doktor at
Trustee° 1@corfuny. com
Unfortunately, at this time, the NYS DOT will NOT be issuing special permits, this includes for parades.
At this time, we are unsure if the Town of Pembroke will hold the annual Memorial Day Parade.

Historical Highlights by Al
With the arrival of Spring, many peo
ple's thoughts are turning to flowers,
plants and
greenery.

Did you know in the 1890's and early 1900's,

there

was six (6) companies
were known for the growing and ship
ping of plants and flowers?!

in Corfu that

In the 1930's, the Village had large
flower shows; one show in 1933 eve
n brought 2100
people to the Village in one day!
❖ 1883, Irene Tyrell opened the Firs
t Corfu Greenhouse just south of the
Village on
Alleghany Road. By 1910, the Pre
isach family took the greenhouses
over. On July
24, 2009, the greenhouses were des
troyed by an EF-1 Tornado. John
has since
rebuilt the greenhouse and it is stil
l in operation.
❖ 1883, The Tyrell's opened another
Greenhouse in the Village on West
Main Street
(Current site of the Post Office). Thi
s location had several different owner
s over the
years, with the last owner, John Ma
ha, operated the greenhouse from
1951-1975.
❖ 1886, Edwin Giddings opened a
Greenhouse at 30 Alleghany Road,
it became the
largest grower of Carnations in the
United State. From 1904-1938, Ler
oy Adams
owned this Greenhouse with then bec
ame Dickenson's until World War
II. Italian
POW's grew tomatoes during the Wa
r; it was later closed and torn down
in 1963.
❖ In the early 1880's, James Farnum
added a Greenhouse to his Corfu Can
ning
Company (across from the Union Ho
tel). After a fire destroyed the Cannin
g Co. in
1884, he did not rebuild but continu
ed to operate the Greenhouse until
1910.

3rd

❖ 1898, Thomas & Webb Greenhous
es opened on West Main Street (the
Market
location). This location was sold to
William Ehmann in 1901, where he
and his son
operated the location until 1967. The
re was a couple owners after that;
Braun's
Wholesale Florist, 1967-1989; Fra
ncis Greenhouse & Landscaping 198
9-2007. The
buildings were torn down in 2009
for The Market. Ron Long currently
owns the
property and is planning stages of
building a Senior housing developm
ent.
❖ 1883 - William Scott (Former gar
dener to the Queen of England!) ope
ned a
Greenhouse in Corfu. By 1903, his
company became one of the largest
greenhouse
companies in the United States. In the
1920's they were the largest importe
r of
Holland Tulip Bulbs in the United
States. In 1926 they shipped 100 rail
cars of
flowers a week out of Corfu. They
once shipped 1 million Tulips to Cal
ifornia!
William's son, David, took over the
Corfu operation in the 1940's which
then, they
became known for their African Vio
lets. They shipped 5,000-10,000 Vio
lets
a week all
over the United States and Ontario,
Canada. In the 1950's-1960's people
came from
all over the Northeast and Ontario,
Canada, to see their gardens. At tim
es, extra
Police Officers were called in to han
dle the crowds. In 1963, they built
the first
portable greenhouse in the United
States.
The Grant Family purchased the bus
iness in 2007 and renamed it Petals
and Plants.
In 2009, the buildings were destroy
ed by the Tornado. They were able
to rebuild one
greenhouse but unfortunately, the
operation closed in 2015.

MEETINGS
Village Board meetings are held the second Wednesday
of the month at 6:30 pm.
Committee meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 6:30 pm.
Planning Board meetings are held the fourth Thursday of
the month at 6:30 pm.

Please check our website for up to date information:
www.corfuny.com
Meetings have been scheduled for teleconference calls to
allow for social distancing. Please check the Village
website for the telephone number to join the meeting.
All residents are welcome!

CONTACT INFORMATION
clerk@corfuny.com
villagecourt@yahoo.com

Village Clerk
Court Clerk
Mayor Tom Sargent

Village Board:
mayor@corfuny.com

Deputy Mayor Al Graham
Trustee Ken Lauer
Trustee Mikel Doktor

*****************************************************
DOG OWNERS

Section 8,H of Local Law No. 1 of 1992 states it

shall
be unlawful for any dog owner to permit or allow a
dog to create a nuisance by defecating, urinating or
digging on public or private property other than the
property of the said owner. This includes public
sidewalks, the Cemetery and the Library. They are
not dog parks.

PLEASE CLEAN IT UP!
****************************************
Village Elections
The Village Election is postponed until further
notice.
For absentee ballots please contact:
Village Clerk, Jennifer Eck at clerk@corfuny.com

The Boy Scout's Bottle & Can Drive is still
planned for Saturday, May 9, 2020.
Please leave cleaned bagged bottles & cans at your
mailbox/roadside for pick-up at 9:00am.
Bottles & Cans can also be dropped off at any time
at Charlie's house, 104 E. Main St. Corfu

Trustee Larry Reisdorf
CORFU COMMUNITY MEMBERS
First and foremost, we hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy in these uncertain times with
regards to the COVID-19 virus.
Please be sure to heed the advice of health care experts and follow all recommendations.
The Village of Corfu, Corfu Police Department and the Corfu Volunteer Fire Department has joined together to get
these notices to you in the effort to safely reach out and communicate with you.
Please if you, someone you know, your neighbors, your family members are vulnerable/elderly and in need of
assistance or help with anything during this time we ask that you contact one of the numbers below for help.
Village of Corfu MayorCorfu Fire ChiefDeputy Fire ChiefVillage Office, ClerkMedical Emergency

Tom Sargent 941-932-3678
Greg Lang 585-507-9245
Dean Eck 585-993-3744
Jennifer Eck 585-599-3327
Dial 911

We will work together to help in any way we can. Please reach out to us.
Thank you- Stay Well

Corfu Fire District News
The Corfu Fire District and the Corfu Rescue Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 want you to know
we are
working hard so we are ready to help our community. It is not an easy time that everyone
is going
through. We are also striving to keep our firefighters safe and we stand ready
to assist our citizens

who need our assistance at any time.

Our firefighting ability has been enhanced by the recent delivery of our rechassied, recondit
ioned,
Engine Tanker 43. The engine has been upgraded to carry 2,500 gallons of water and 50
gallons of
Class B foam. It has all the latest safety features to help our firefighters stay safe.
The Fire Commissioners had our older 1998 engine rebuilt instead of buying new, thereby
saving
taxpayer money. The purchase was accomplished without borrowing any funds. We look forward
in
the future where the public can get a good look at our newest firefighting unit.
We want to thank the Pembroke Fire District for loaning our community the use of their Tanker
83
during the time our engine was out of service being rebuilt. The use of the tanker is very much
appreciated. We also want to thank the Darien Fire Company for storing equipment from
our
Engine 43, while it was out of service.

SEWER REMINDER
Village of Corfu Sewer Law Section 1118 reads; "If there shall be any payments which
are due to the
Village of Corfu, or any Department thereof, pursuant to any Article or Section of
this Law, which shall
remain due and unpaid, in whole or in part, for a period of thirty (30) calendar
days from the date of
billing by the Village of Corfu, the same shall constitute a default, and there shall
be added to the entire
amount of the original bill a penalty equal to ten percent (10%) of the original bill,
and interest shall
accrue on the unpaid balance at a rate of two percent (2%) per month, retroactiv
e to the date of the
original billing." If you pay your bill late and do not include all interest due, it will
be added to your next
bill, NO EXCEPTIONS.
Just a reminder that Your Sewer bill reading is based on the MCWA water usage. Estimated

readings may end up costing you more.

PLEASE SEND YOUR ACTUAL READING TO MONROE COUNTY WATER
SWIMMING POOLS
Reminder: Pool credits can be given on sewer bills only if water readings are given to the
Village Office
prior to filling and after filling pool and totals over 5000 gallons. Also remember when
emptying pools
DO NOT empty them into a neighbor's yard. By law, you cannot create a water problem
for neighboring
property. Also please note that permits and electrical inspections are required on pools.

We would like to thank our heroes on the front lines, First Responders, Health Care
workers, Police, Community Leaders, Postal Workers, Grocery store workers,
Farmers, Restaurant workers, truck drivers, custodians, and all the services playing
a role to let all of us have access to essential goods and services. We encourage
you to Stay Safer at home, we are in this together and together we will succeed!
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Help Us Make Corfu Beautiful!
Better Corfu is a new committee of local residents dedicated to making Corfu a

better place to live, play and work. Our first project is a flower pot adoption program.
The committee will be placing planters filled with flowers around the village,
and is offering the opportunity to show your local pride by sponsoring a pot!
Each sponsorship is $20, and your pot will be marked with your name.
The pots will be put in place by Memorial Day, May 25, 2020.

Interested? Please contact Better Corfu Chair and Village Trustee
Mike Doktor at 716-359-3202 or bettercorfu@gmail.com .

Payments need to be received by May 15.
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE OUR COMMUNITY BEAUTIFUL!

